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Lantern slide 1–The Appeal of the Archbishops.

Before us we have the Appeal that was issued in February 1910 by the archbishops of
Canterbury and York on behalf of Western Canada. The Archbishops say that their
Appeal is made in an unusual way and with unusual emphasis. But this is the case they
say because the occasion is unprecedented. At no time in the history of the Empire has
any development taken place so rapidly as that which is taking place in the western part
of Canada to-day. The appeal was published in all the leading papers, both Church and
secular throughout the country; it has been sent to every incumbent in the British Isles
and it has been conspicuously displayed in many of our Churches. You will see that the
Appeal is addressed not only to the Church but also to the people of England. It is a call
from the Heads of our Church, our two great Fathers in God, to expert ourselves to win a
great victory for Christ. So strongly do the Archbishops feel with regard to the situation
in Western Canada, that in 1913 they reiterated their Appeal and once again called on the
Church and people of England to help forward the work.

The Archbishop of Canterbury [no slide available]

At a service of Dismissal of Clergy for Canada the Archbishop stated in the course of his
address:- “This opportunity stands literally by itself in the history of Christendom.”  The 
Archbishop has preached and spoken several times on behalf of the Fund and has
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expressed his hope that the Church and people of England will rise to this great
opportunity.

The Archbishop of York [no slide available]

The Archbishop of the Northern Province has not hesitated on several occasions publicly
to state the importance of the situation in Western Canada and to urge the great need
there is at present for concentrated effort.

2. Map. [no slide available]

Before we can quite understand the position of affairs in Western Canada it will be well
to turn to the map of the Dominion of Canada, and see exactly where Western Canada,
for which the Archbishops have appealed, really is.

Its situation. It is all land in the centre of the Dominion extending from Lake Winnipeg
on the east to the Rocky Mountains on the west. This land comprises the Prairie District
of the Middle West of Canada. It is made up of the Provinces of Manitoba,
Saskatchewan and Alberta, also a portion of Athabasca.

It has been computed that the whole North-Western area is nearly 3,000,000 square
miles, nearly ¾ the size of Europe. This great country has been proved beyond question
to be quite habitable for a permanent nation of white men. When it is remembered that
the Diocese of Saskatchewan is about the size of Germany, Athabasca about that of
France, Calgary equal to Italy, Manitoba as large as England and Qu’ Appelle half as
large again as Scotland and Ireland, are we likely to overestimate the importance of the
nation that is growing up in this territory, equal in size to England, Scotland, Ireland,
Germany, France and Italy, to say nothing of the great untouched North Land?

Over these plains is rolling to-day a great wave of immigration- a wave about 500 miles
long, lapping up each year an extra ten miles in width. We hear

”The tread of pioneers
Of the Nations yet to he;
The first low wash of waves where yet
Shall roll a human sea.”

In front of this great land there is unquestionably a great future. Canada will undoubtedly
advance and will eventually occupy an important place in their history of the world. To-
day is the day of small things, the day of foundation laying; the future of Canada will
largely be determined by what is done to-day. The Bishops and clergy who have been
working in Western Canada for many years together have done and are doing, all they
can to minister to the vast number of incoming settlers, but the task is almost beyond
them, therefore the Archbishop of Rupert’s Land asked the Archbishops in England at 
this crisis to help the Church in Western Canada wit men and money. The result of this
application was the issue of the Appeal signed by both the Archbishops, calling upon the
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Church and people of England to make a great effort o n behalf of the English settlers
who were going to Canada in such numbers.

Now that the war is over and we have seen the magnificent way in which Canada’s song 
rallied to the support of the Mother Country, in her hour of need, we must surely feel that
this is an additional reason why we should give generously and willingly of our help to
the Church in Western Canada. During the years of war the tide of emigration stopped
but as soon as shipping is available it will undoubtedly spread forth again into those
Western lands and the work of our pioneer clergy will be needed as much or more than it
ever was.

We hear that 30,000 of our returned Canadian soldiers have taken back wives from the
Old Country, many of who are members of the Church.

Up to the present some 140 works have gone out, clergy, laymen and women. Three
main centres have been opened and from each of these active work is being carried on.

The pictures we are to see this evening illustrated the life and work at the different
centres and give some idea of the life led by pioneer workers in their efforts to minister to
the settlers.
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Lantern slide 3 - Canadian Pacific Railway.

Western Canada owes everything to the railways. Until the building of the Canadian
Pacific Railway, the Prairie districts of Canada were, so to speak, unknown. Generation
after generation these great grass plains lay undisturbed and desolate. They were the
home of countless herds of buffalo and roaming tribes of Indians. The latter supplied the
Hudson’s Bay officials, the nominal owners of the country, with the skins of wild animals 
such as fox, marten, beaver and otter, which abounded on the Prairie. All this is changed
to-day; the railway has taken the place of the dog-sleigh and the Red River cart. The
silence of the Great Lone Land has been disturbed the buffalo exterminated and the Red
Indian placed on Government Reservations.

The Canadian Pacific Railway was completed in 1886, it runs from Ocean to Ocean and
links the East with the West, its length is about 3, 500 miles.

he picture before us gives us a very good idea of the railway as it passes across the
Prairie. The laying of the metals over these great plains was easy work. The land is quite
level, there were no hills to cut through, no valleys to bridge. The steel could be laid in
one straight line. Of course on the Prairie there are no hedges or fields such as we have
England. There are hardly any trees except in certain localities, just one long stretch of
flat land running monotonously for hundreds of miles, covered in summer time with grass
and in the winter with snow. The railway runs straight through many little Prairie towns.
It is the sole means of communication with the outer world. So flat is the land in parts
that the headlight of the engine can sometimes be seen as far as 20 miles away.
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Lantern slide 4 - A Canadian Pacific train.

This slide illustrates a Canadian Pacific Railway train on its way across the Continent. It
takes a train as a rule between 4 and 5 days to run from Halifax to Vancouver. Probably
the train we see in the picture left Halifax or Montreal some two days ago- it will have to
travel a long way yet before it reaches its destination. Life on a train is rather
monotonous. Of course the carriages are all corridor ones, much larger and roomier than
English ones, so you can have a comfortable bed and meal if you are able to afford it.
The tourist and colonist cars have stoves where a kettle can be boiled and food can be
cooked by those who cannot afford the luxurious dining cars. One of the great troubles
with Canadian trains is the way they are over-heated in the winter, the cars are so
unpleasantly hot that doors are sometimes thrown open and draughts of cold air admitted,
which often mean bad colds. The engines of the Canadian trains are very much heavier
that English ones. Every engine has a bell which is rung as the train passes through the
town. The engine is also fitted with a cow-catcher which is sometimes very useful for
both cattle and horses are apt to stray on to the railway and even lie down in the middle
of the railway track. Several of our Missioners traveling out to Western Canada have
held services on the colonist cars as the train was traveling westward. Of course all our
workers have had to travel by the railway for many days before they reached their
destination.
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Lantern slide 5–Edmonton.

One of the first results of the Archbishops’ Appeal was the offer of the Rev. W.G. Boyd,
Chaplain to the Archbishop of Canterbury, to go himself to take charge of a Missionary
centre at Edmonton, Alberta. Directly his offer was accepted, Mr. Boyd began collecting
clergy and lay workers who were ready and willing to accompany him. Many offers of
service were made but it was determined by the Council appointed by the Archbishops to
direct the new work, that only the very best men should be chosen. After much prayer
and consideration the first members of the Mission were set apart. A service of dismissal
was held in Lambeth Palace Chapel on April 13th 1910 and the little band of Missioners
sailed for Canada on April 21st. They journeyed straight through to Edmonton, where it
was decided to build Mr. Boyd’s Central House.  They met with a cordial welcome from 
the Canadian Church and especially from the Bishop and clergy of the Diocese of
Calgary.

Edmonton is situated in what was the northern part of the Diocese of Calgary but has now
become the centre of a separate diocese. It is a place of considerable importance and
being the centre of large railway development and also the town which supplies the needs
of the great North-Western portion of Canada, will undoubtedly rapidly increase in
importance. Forty years ago, except as a Hudson’s Bay trading station, Edmonton did 
not exist; to-day it is a town of 65,000 to 70,000 inhabitants. Its growth has been
extremely rapid, the parochial clergy were taxed to their uttermost to provide services for
the members of our Church who were coming so quickly into the town. A district was
immediately given to Mr. Boyd. Here it was decided to build the Central House and from
it workers were sent out to minister to the country districts.
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Lantern 6– Mr. Boyd’s first Mission House at Edmonton.

So congested was the population in Edmonton on the arrival of Mr. Boyd and his party,
that it was impossible for a time to obtain accommodations, so an improvised Mission
House was started in a tent. In the picture before us we have Mr. Boyd and his little
group of workers in their first headquarters. Very soon however, the staff at headquarters
was broken up and Missioners were sent out to organize country districts. Stations were
started at Lac la Nonne, Wabamun and Entwhistle. The plan adopted for country workers
was as follows; no clergyman was to be left alone in a country district to face the
loneliness and spiritual isolation which is found to be so trying, and is often
heartbreaking for the pioneer missionary. A priest and a layman were to be placed
together, the priest to travel about among the settlers, holding services and administering
the sacraments, the layman to work under the priest, doing what clerical work he could,
but giving the greater part of his time to the little Mission House and helping the
clergyman with the manual work which is such a burden in a new country.

Owing to shortage of workers it has not always been possible to carry out this plan but
even when men have to be stationed alone, the quarterly re-unions are an immense
comfort to them in their lonely life and they are able to have the inestimable benefit of
spiritual and bodily refreshment at these times as well as to talk over the many problems
and difficulties connected with their work, and to have the advice and guidance of the
Head of the Mission.
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Lantern slide 7–Mission House at Edmonton.

After a time a small wooden house was rented in Edmonton for the Missioners. It was
soon found that this house was far too small for the growing work, so it was determined
that as soon as possible residence should be taken up in S. Faith’s Mission House, 
although in many details it was still unfurnished.

Before us we have a picture of the Mission House of S. Faith. The house is built of
lumber, as are most of the houses in Western Canada. There is accommodation for
several clergy and lay brothers. The Chapel, which was the gift of Colonel Sir Henry
Pellatt, a wealthy Canadian, forms one wing of the house. The clergy who are working in
the country districts return here every three months; they remain here for the inside of a
week. Their time is occupied in meetings, services and instructions and it is a good time
for comparing notes with one another and for consulting the head about various
difficulties.  S.  Faith’s Mission House plays an important part in Church life in the 
Diocese of Edmonton.
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Lantern slide 8– The Chapel at S. Faith’s.

This is a picture of the Chapel. It is plainly yet suitably furnished, paneled with
pinewood stained dark and fitted up with simple stalls and choir seats. Over the altar is a
very beautiful picture, the gift of Mrs. Davidson from Lambeth. Daily services are held
in the Chapel. The regular round of services and the quiet and rest of the house at
Edmonton has done very much to refresh the weary workers from the Mission field when
they come in for their brief relaxation.
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Lantern slide 9–Group of clergy and lay workers.

When this group was taken in 1913 the staff at Edmonton had been very largely
increased. These were the workers gathered together for one of the their Re-Unions at S.
Faith’s.  Most of these men were in charge of Mission districts, each doing his share in 
ministering to new settlers. Mr. Boyd described a visit to one of his clergy and the
conditions under which he was living as follows:-  “A lot on the town site had been given 
to the Church and on it, among the trees of partly cleared forest land and approached by a
narrow path winding in and out among the stumps, is the Mission House. It is a tent with
wooden sides, its size 7 feet by 10 feet. In fine weather it was possible to do the cooking
and a good part of the eating out of doors, but in the west and cold everything has to be
done within. The two beds, one over the other, occupy one end. There are besides the
stove a box for a table, two pails for water, the necessary cooking utensils and store of
food. It is a pretty tight fit as you may imagine: one chair was a board on a water pail,
another a board on the firewood. The guest, which was myself, was honoured by a stool
borrowed from a shack near. This is all very well for temporary purposes in fine weather,
possibly with a coating of wood over the roof it could be made to do also for the winter,
but I am convinced that better accommodation is really a kind of labour-saving
machinery. In a place that size, where two men can scarcely stand up and certainly
cannot move about at the same time, all the operations of life take longer than they need
and the difficulty of study is greatly enhanced.”

These men have long walks or drives in the country districts every Sunday. Most of them
hold three services, each point to be ministered to being many miles apart. The Mission
is now terribly in need of re-inforcements; it is a splendid opening for young clergy full
of strength, zeal and determination, an opening which will enable him to do much for his
Church and his fellow men.
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Lantern slide 10–The Reverend W.G. Boyd.

One of the great difficulties to be contended with in Western Canada is the long, cold
winter. For many months the ground is covered with snow and the thermometer often
registers a very low temperature. This means that a good supply of fuel is an absolute
necessity. In some parts settlers are now relying entirely on coal, the wood supply being
extremely scarce. In other parts however a considerable amount of wood is burnt.
Anyone who has lived in Western Canada where wood is burnt for fuel knows what an
important part the saw horse and the axe play in the day’s programme.  The wood has to 
be split and then carried, often by armfuls, into the house. Mr. Boyd has been doing his
share of this work. Notice on his hands he has the peculiar mitts which are so much worn
in the West. The cold is so intense that gloves are really no protection; a strong leather
mitt is worn instead which covers the whole hand without separating the fingers. By this
means the hand can be kept fairly warm. Mitts are however very awkward to work in and
often cause the newcomer considerable worry.
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Lantern slide 11–In the kitchen at Edmonton.

This picture shows us the kitchen department of the Mission House at Edmonton. The
cook was one of the lay brothers taken out by Mr. Boyd. He was always know at the
Mission House as “Cookie.”  The fare at the Mission House is plain but good; appetites 
are large in the keen air of Western Canada. The men lead healthy, outdoor lives so
Cookie had to provide a plentiful supply of nourishing food. He was always good-
tempered, cheerful and a prime favourite with the men. These are no kitchen ranges such
as we have in England in Western Canada. Stoves are used entirely. As a rule there is no
water laid on, water having to be carried into the house in pails. In this picture Cookie is
apparently baking cakes for tea.
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Lantern slide 12–A North-West larder.

The extreme cold of Western Canada has its compensations. Everything freezes and can
consequently be kept for a long time. You can freeze milk and keep it for a month or six
weeks, perhaps longer and it will be just as good when you thaw it out as when it was
milked from the cow. You can cut your beef into joints and pub it away in an out-house
and it will keep from the middle of November up to the middle of March. This is
decidedly convenient. You can buy half a cow, cut it up into joints, put it away and use it
as you require and so not only have your winter supply of meat conveniently at hand but
it will also cost very much less through purchasing a large quantity than in buying it by
the pound. This is the larder at Edmonton; Cookie is paying a visit to it. On Saturday
morning selecting a nice joint of frozen meat. It will be so hard when it is brought in that
you could chip it with an axe, or saw it like a block of wood. He will place it by the
stove, keep it there for ten or twelve hours till it is quite thawed and then cook it. So the
life and work goes on in the Edmonton Mission. Much ahs already been accomplished
and we trust, through the help of God, that much more sill still be done.
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Lantern slide 13–Starting for the country station in winter.

We have here two missioners leaving the Headquarters house on a return to their own
particular district, 40–50 miles away. Well wrapped up in their furs with probably a hot
stone wrapped in a sack that will keep their feet warm. It is not too cold, only about 15
below zero or 47 degrees of frost and the sun is shining brightly and if they find that the
trails have been used before them they will go lightly skimming over the surface,
thoroughly enjoying the trip. In an hour or two they will be watching each other’s noses 
in case they should become white like paper, which means they are frozen. And then the
other will without ceremony seize a handful of snow and vigorously rub it into his
friend’s face until the circulation is restored.  Travelling in winter, except when a blizzard 
is really easier than in summer because one can got straight across water and mud and
except that the sleigh sometimes overturns and pitches you head foremost into a
snowdrift, there is little danger.
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Lantern slide 14–Padstow Church.

Here we have a log Church built by the people themselves, on a Sunday when the
Missioner’s Father, Mr. Ball, home from India, happened to be staying with his son. The
picture gives a good idea of an average congregation in a up-country settlement. The
people are thankful for and proud of their Church. For several years they have been
waiting and at last through the efforts of the Archbishops’ Fundhelp has come to them
and they have pulled well together and now they are as proud of their building as the
inhabitants of any cathedral city.

Help was sent towards the erection of this little Church by the people in the Cornish
village of Padstow and thus another link is forged between the Mother Country and the
daughter Church in the West.
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Lantern slide 14a - Ball’s Shack at Greencourt.

Lantern slide 14b– Ball’s Shack at Greencourt.
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Lantern slide 15–Mission shack at Marlborough.

We are traveling still further west and have followed the line which the Grand Trunk
Pacific have constructed from Edmonton through the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific.
Marlborough is a tiny town of about 150 people, only a few of whom are married. Some
live in tiny shacks but the majority are housed in bunk houses of which we shall see a
picture presently. The shack in the picture is just a framework of wood covered with tar
paper and is very snug and cosy, though of course the stove has to be kept going
incessantly from October till March. Inside the Mission priest and his companion sleep
in bunks arranged like berths on board ship; their chairs are two barrels with a piece cut
out, which made a remarkably comfortable easy chair. They do all their own cooking
cleaning and the shack itself is a kind of club house for the English boys to come where
they can see the papers and write their letters.
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Lantern slide 16–A Sky pilot on the hike. (On the tramp.)

This is a picture of J. B. Bickersteth, an Oxford Graduate and Captain of the Football tea,
who volunteered for work as a layman.  His book, called “The Land of Open Doors” is 
one of the most remarkable accounts of missionary experiences and gives a wonderfully
clear description of the conditions in Western Canada. A new and cheaper edition (3/6)
is just being published, (September; 1919) and can be strongly recommended to all those
interested in the pioneer work of the Church.

As the railway is not yet made, in order to visit his parishioners who are chiefly railway
men making the line, or lumber jacks, he has to do a lot of traveling on foot. We see him
with his pack and blankets and billy can on the trail. He has taken the precaution to get
his dinner and has got a brace of fine Prairie chicken, which he will skin and fry and
make himself a very toothsome meal. For bread he will have to substitute a girdle cake
or pancake, or if he is an expert cook some soda bread. In his pack he carries some
service forms and hymn sheets and a small bundle of papers which he will give away to
those inclined to talk to him. He is the good brother who brings an atmosphere of higher
things to these strong men in their rough, lonely life, far from the restraints of
civilization. He served all through the War, came through safely and has now returned to
work at the University of Edmonton where he very much hopes to be able to establish an
Anglican Hostel for the Church of England students.
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Lantern slide 17–Another picture of a Missioner visiting his flock.

In the foot-hills the roads are excruciatingly bad. For a mile or two the ground may be
hard and then will come a muskeg or mud-hole, into which the horse may easily sink up
to his belly. To improve the surface the passer-by may cut down some poplar poles and
toss them in and make what is called a corduroy road. The horses never seem to show
amazement at anything that may meet them on the trail and with good heart they tackle
almost impossible crossings. This makes progress slow and often a parson or
congregation are held up on a Sunday and cannot get to Church. However services
usually start in scriptural fashion “about the so-and-so hour” and a congregation will wait 
patiently even for a hour for the arrival of their Missioner who may have been delayed, so
glad are they to get a service of any kind.
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Lantern slide 17a–The Reverend A. L. Harkness fetching a load of firewood by sleigh.
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Lantern slide 18 - The coming of the railway.

Primitive conditions are however quickly passing and the big railway companies have
rushed their lines of steel across the continent and are building many branch lines to
connect the outlying settlers with the bigger towns. Railways mean an end to the old
hard, lonely life and the forty mile drive to the town for supplies. Instead of the old
isolation, touch with the world is again possible and settlers are brought again to feel that
they are not merely individuals but citizens of a great country and of a great Empire.

In the picture we see the line of rail having to cross a river and on the stone foundations a
wood trestle bridge will be built and across it the heavy, lumbering train will soon pass
bringing in new settlers and taking back to Old England a rich store of grain.
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Lantern slide 19–An unknown Russian’s grave.

Pioneer work in any country demands its toll of death and nowhere a heavier one than in
railway construction. Mr. Bickersteth found at Fitizhugh in the tiny hospital there,
several men who had been injured, including a Russian, of whom no-one knew anything.
We will give Mr. Bickersteth’s own words:-

“He lay there hour after hour at the point of death; as he was evidently a member 
of the Greek Catholic Church we cut him out a cross of blue paper at which he gazed
enraptured -------- remember, as he passed away.”

In describing the burial place he says:-

“A more beautiful place no-one could desire for a last resting place. Imagine a long
stretch of short green grass sloping down to the Athabasca and all round young green
pines; opposite the hill rose steeply from the river and away to the east shone the snow
covered peak of Mount Hardisty; behind us the forest covered slopes ran right up to the
rocky cliffs of Pyramid Mountain and along the side of the hill went the great
transcontinental line, in the construction of which this man, like many another, had met
his death. We lowered the coffin into the grave at once and then I put on cassock,
surplice and hood and read the burial service. The men stood round with bared heads.
Another fellow and I cut down some small spruce trees, put posts and rails round the
grave and made a cross. We wrote the date on the cross but not his name, for we did not
know it. There we left him, one more added to the number of those who never return.
Often it is not a foreigner, but an Englishman.”
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Lantern slide 20–A Bunk House.

Imagine a long, low building of lumber covered with black tar paper; the door when
opened lets out an atmosphere reeking with paraffin, bad tobacco and wet socks; on the
right are two tiers of wooden bunks, each tier consisting of two bunks side by side. A
bench runs along by the bunks and this with several boxes and tree stumps forms seating
accommodation. The floor is covered with mud and slush brought in my many pairs of
muddy boots, the said boots with the socks belonging to them are hung up in various
advantageous positions near the central heater where a huge wood fire is roaring. The
men of almost every nationality, are sitting or sprawling on the benches smoking and
talking, some are playing cards and at the end is a man with a concertina. Into such a
place as this the Missioner will go with his hearty “good evening, boys” and his packet of 
picture papers.  At one time Mr. Bickersteth says that he was greeted with “Say parson,
you hold your meeting right now, we will get on with our jig when you are through.”  So 
the dancers stopped and the gamblers with perfect courtesy swept their money and their
cards off the table. Men would sing sitting but would stand for the General Confession
when it was explained what it was and many an eye would be moist as the old familiar
tunes of words touched some tender spot in the heart of these not lost but straying sheep.
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Lantern slide 21–The Hospital at Onoway.

The Canadian settler expects hardship and glories in it. But there is one form of hardship
which he dreads, the difficulty or impossibility of obtaining medical help and nursing in
case of accident or sickness. So Mr. Boyd set himself to work to build a Hospital where
patients could be received and the ministry to the body could be given. Alas, it is the
only Hospital in an area half the size of England, but it is something. Very many
valuable lives have been saved through the skill and loving care of the workers at the
Hospital and patients have come often from very long distances. Arrangements are now
being made to hand over the Hospital to the Provincial authorities. Difficulties during the
years of War have been very great as it was almost impossible to obtain the necessary
workers but it is hoped that the work will prosper under the new arrangements when
completed.

We must now leave the Edmonton Mission and go back to the Prairie proper in
Saskatchewan where the so-called Railway Mission is at work.
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Lantern slide 22– Railways in Qu’ Appelle in 1896.

The picture before us shows us the railways that were in existence in the Diocese of Qu’ 
Appelle is as large as England, Scotland and a part of Wales. Up to the year 1885 there
were no railways in this great Prairie Diocese. In 1887 the Canadian Pacific was
completed and by 1896 two branch lines had been built, one to Prince Albert in the north
and the other to the United States in the south. These were the only railways in the land.
All the wheat grown in the country had to be hauled by the farmer to these lines; all the
necessaries of life required by the settler were brought in on these lines; they were the
means of opening and developing the country. Along them in the early days of
settlement the clergy worked.  In 1883 the present Dean of Qu’ Appelle, Dean Sargent, 
had charge of all the railway line between Brandon and Moose Jaw, a distance of nearly
250 miles. He visited each little town as it made its appearance, holding services
together, doing yeoman service for the Church. As time went on these little towns
became the centres of large agricultural districts. The itinerating clergyman gave place to
the settled missionary who was responsible for a group of little towns and the country
adjacent to them. As time passed these old districts, which were of very great extent,
were out up into smaller districts and parishes. Since 1900 however, a wonderful change
has taken place in Western Canada, the railway extension has been most remarkable. We
turn from the railways of 1896 to those of 1913.
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Lantern slide 23–Railways in 1913.

You can now understand something of the problems which confront and perplex the
leaders of the Church, how they feel as though a huge avalanche of human life is falling
on to them and ready as they are to help, they are only too conscious that the 160 clergy
who serve that district marked on the map are wholly inadequate for the task. That area
is 450 miles long and 300 miles across, or 2 ½ times the size of England. Part of the
work of the Archbishops’ Fund was gladly to use the offer of the Reverend Douglas 
Ellison, who expressed himself willing and anxious to try to develop the beginnings of
parish life by means of what is known as the Railway Mission, a method he had
previously inaugurated and personally superintended in South Africa. The name does not
mean that it is a mission to Railway men, but that the newly-constructed lines of rail are
used by the missioners travels always followed the great trade routes of the Roman
Empire, and so the Church to-day is trying to follow the trains as they pass along these
lines of rail, distributing their load of human souls, a few here and a few there, at all of
these towns. To do the work successfully at the start and to spread themselves as widely
as possible, the missioners had no home but stayed at hotels for the night or with good-
hearted Church folk and visited all day. It is hard and trying work and the loneliness,
never meeting a brother clergyman, coming on the top of much traveling would soon lead
to a breakdown, so a clergyman and a layman work a section of the line, usually from 70
to 100 miles in length, together and they are naturally in touch with each other. Owing to
the shortage of workers this plan has had to be given up here as elsewhere of late and the
Missioners have been provided with small shacks which they make their headquarters
and from where they travel to the Headquarters House at Regina once every quarter to
meet their brethren for a Re-Union in the same way that the Edmonton men do. No man,
however strong in body, nerve or faith could stand the continual racket with never a
chance to get away from his work, for in the farmsteads of Canada where visits from the
clergy are comparatively few, every word he utters is remembered and all the time he has
to be careful to be the man of God; it is as though he were preaching morning, noon and
night a continuous sermon.
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Lantern slide 24–The Parliament Buildings at Regina.

Here we have the new Parliament Buildings at Regina and they show the confidence of
the people that Canada has come to stay. When the city was only one of 6, 000
inhabitants they planned and began these buildings which as you see, would grace any
capital in Europe. Now Regina has some 60,000 people and is increasing rapidly. Close
by here the Diocese of Qu’ Appelle has been able to buy 15 acres of land for the site of 
the future Cathedral, Bishop’s House, Clergy Training College, Schools etc. and on this 
the Central Home of the Railway Mission has also been built.
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Lantern slide 25– Saint Cuthbert’s Mission House.

This home was a gift from the Diocese of Carlisle, almost every parish in the Diocese
helped to raise the money. When the time comes that the work of the pioneer clergy in
these parts is done, the house will be most useful for some diocesan purpose. It looks
very big but when all the men come in there is not much room to spare and in the “off” 
times it is used for clergy gatherings of various kinds.
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Lantern slide 26–The Chapel.

As at Edmonton the re-union idea is to feed the men spiritually and many a worn prairie
priest who when on the trail has bet little time for quiet reflexion finds here an
opportunity of peaceful times with the Blessed Master which enable him to go out again
and preach to others.
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Lantern slide 27–A Group of Railway Mission workers.

A fine set of young, active and enthusiastic men, who are living simply and laboriously to
help our own brothers and sisters in these far off lands. They are doing noble work for
god and the Empire and the least we can do at home is to save them as far as possible
from all financial worry and leave them free to rove over the country confident that when
next quarter day comes they will be able to meet all their expenses. They are working
among the new settlers, who for the first few years are quite poor, and have to spend so
much money in paying off the debts which they incurred in building their houses, stables
etc and buying stock, food and farm implements.  Later on when they get “well fixed” as 
the saying goes, they contribute most liberally and support their own parishes without any
endowment or help from England.

During the War nearly all these me took their share either as Chaplains or combatants, as
did the Edmonton Missioners, and many of them laid down their lives at the Front. The
staff is now reduced to very few and those all men who have long overstayed the time for
which they agreed to serve in order to carry on until reinforcements can arrive.

We will now see the kind of new towns and places where these men work.
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Lantern slide 28–The main street of Kerr-Robert.

This dreary looking scene is a typical main street of a new town. They are often dignified
with grand names, for instance this street is really known as “Atlantic Avenue”.  Kerr-
Robert has only been in existence a very short time yet it is a good sized town and a place
of some importance. It has many stores and the settlers make it their marketing place for
a considerable distance round. It is wonderful what can be obtained in one of these little
Western towns. People going from England are often surprised at the varied assortment
of goods kept by the local store-keeper, but everything is expensive. The long railway
journey and the duty add considerably to prices.
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Lantern slide 29–Group of Church builders.

The next picture gives us a view of real Church workers. Hardworking men living a
strong, active life, used to doing everything for themselves, they are ready to give up
some of their time for the Church. They will probably give a day a week for a
considerable period until the building is completed. In the centre is the clergy man in
charge of that part of the Railway Mission. Perhaps he has on hand three or four other
Church building schemes. In connexion with the Railway Mission some 35 little
Churches have been built at various points along the new lines.
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Lantern slide 30–Railway smash.

Canada has not the romance of foreign heathen lands but traveling, whether by train or
driving on the trail, is not altogether free from danger and excitement. One day when
three of the Railway Mission priests were on the journey together this bridge outside
Saskatoon collapsed and the train fell some 40 feet on to the ice. The men were
preserved in a wonderful way and nothing worse than a broken wrist and kneecap and
some minor injuries happened to them. But it serves to remind us how much they are in
need of the prayers of us at home, and that, face to face with a hard life, they really do
need in a special sense God’s care “to preserve them both in body and soul”.
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Lantern slide 31–First house at Vanguard.

The deanery of Chelsea in London has a district in this part for which they are financially
responsible. It is called Vanguard and here we have the Mission house and the
Missioners’ shack.  It was in this tiny place that the first services were held and the small 
congregation gathered. Many of the greatest things in the world began in a small way
and especially it is true of Christianity. We know that God has told us not to despise the
day of small things and in Canada people are always looking ahead and often the tiny
simple services without an altar, organ or even chairs, may hereafter develop into a big
city Church with hundreds of worshippers.
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Lantern slide 32–[Anglican mission in Vanguard].

In this case as you may imagine the Church was soon packed to the door (there was only
one,) and a bigger room had to be built. The second stage is this, downstairs is the
Church and upstairs in the loft the two Missioners live. It is only a stage of the parish
life, for as soon as ever the people can afford it they will build a proper Church of their
own and keep it as we do at home only for services. Fourteen and twenty miles away
there are other places where there are Church buildings and besides these there are places
where in a store, a railway station, a billiard saloon or elsewhere regular services are held.
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Lantern slide 33–Visiting a parishioner.

Often on his rounds when calling at some farm house the Missioner will be told that the
“boss”  or an English “hired man” whom he wants to see is out on the land, so with his 
light buggy he drives right across the Prairie and makes his call. The summer in Canada
is very short and the winter rather long and a great amount of work which is spread over
the whole year in England has to be crowded into seven months. The farmers are
therefore very busy but they do appreciate a visit like this and do not grudge the time, for
not only will the spiritual talk be welcome, (and a man in Canada expects the parson to
come at once to the point and speak to him of God,) but he will also probably hear some
news of the neighbours.
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Lantern slide 34–A Prairie roadside Church at Birdview.

Here in some country settlement there are a number of Church-people and they have built
their Church at some convenient corner of the cross roads and a very pretty Church you
will agree it is. Behind it may be seen the stable, for a Sundays the people will come
many miles.  Some have already arrived and you can see the empty “rigs” and one buggy 
has just driven up. It gladdens the heart of the clergyman when he arrives to see seven or
eight rigs standing outside, for that means that there are twenty people so waiting for him
inside the Church, and he feels that he has not had that long fifteen or 20 mile drive in
vain.
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Lantern slide 35–Immigrants.

Everyone knows that a great many people went to Canada every year before the War but
very few realize how many. In 10 years there arrived and settled there as many people as
live in Liverpool, Manchester, Birmingham, Glasgow and Newcastle put together, or
about three million people. For the last two years before the War they arrived at the rate
of 1100 a day. The picture gives an impression of the crowds on board an Atlantic liner.
Some are from Central and southern Europe but the majority are from Great Britain.
They are all going out to a new and really ha4rd life, with few of the comforts of
civilization if they go West on to some farm many miles from a town and it will need all
the grit and determination they can muster but they will make good if they are patient and
brave and do not expect to make their fortune all at once. We will now see the kind of
life they lead.
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Lantern slide 36–Starting for the Homestead.

Here is a family leaving the railway with all their worldly belongings to go to the
“homestead” or free grant of 160 acres which the government gives to the head of any
family. They get the 160 acres of land but nothing more, so most truly they live the
simple life at first. It is however a delightful experience month after month watching
your home gradually grow and improve.
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Lantern slide 37–A sod shack.

The home does not look much at present. They have located in a district where there are
no trees and they cannot afford to buy wood or lumber for their house so it is built of turf
taken off the ground and probably there will only be one room, the sleeping parts being
only curtained off. In this mansion one of our clergy lived for a time and although it
looks rather unappetizing, one can be quite snug and comfortable. It is however only a
makeshift and as soon as ever it is possible a more “stately home” will be built.
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Lantern slide 38–Settler’s small house.

Stage number two. The Prairie is dotted with buildings similar to this. This family came
from Woolwich and the man used to work at the Arsenal; he was a parish layreader in
England and used to help in holding services in Canada. The services of the district have
often been held in the house you see. When it was first built it was not actually on the
man’s own land and one of the homesteading rules is that you must live for six months
for each of three years on your land, so the Inspector ordered it to be moved. The
neighbours turned to and helped with their horses and the house was lifted on to runners
and pulled to its proper place. Meanwhile Mrs. Ramsey was inside cooking the dinner!
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Lantern slide 39–Farm house and stable.

A stage later. After perhaps 5 to 7 years our friend will be getting on and his first and
natural wish is to make life a little more easy for his wife and children and all his efforts
will go towards the improvement of their living accommodation and the picture shows
that he is succeeding. The stable is still primitive but after a while that too will be
replaced by a better one. Probably there is now a School in the District and though the
winter greatly restricts the paying of visits to friends there is still this common meeting
place and Canadian schoolhouses are greatly used for socials, dances and other
gatherings during the winter months.  The settler’s wife will still have to work very hard 
but there are compensations and nothing can beat the joy of felling that your place is your
own and has been gradually made bit by bit. Canada is a land of health and vigour and
freedom and if only there were religious privileges there for the settler in his early days
so that his heart could be kept warm towards God, there is no country on earth to beat it.

So the work goes on in connexion with the Railway Mission. The men are well and
happy in their work. They one and all realize the amount there is to be dons and the great
need there is of labourers if the field is to be won for Christ and His Church. There is no
doubt that the method and work of the Railway Mission will play a large part in the
history of the Church in Western Canada.
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Lantern slide 40–Southern Alberta Mission.

We will no turn to different conditions of life in tracts near the United States border. The
life is different, the thought is different and on the whole the work is a good deal harder
but Canon Mowat, who went out from Rochdale and had already been three years in the
country, offered to do what he could in that difficult area. The clergy with him are the
fewest in number of the Archbishops’ Missions but they did a very splendid work.  They 
follow the same system here and come in periodically to the Central House at Cardston,
of which we have a picture. One could wish that more graduate laymen were available
for the work for there could be no more appropriate or jolly or really better training for
the Ministry than to put in a year or two on the Prairie. In the older settled parts they are
anxious to have men of ripe experience but amongst the settlers in Alberta and the
cowboys, the breeziness and straight forwardness and “white life” of the Englishman is 
acceptable and they will listen to what he has to say about the higher life.
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Lantern slide 41–Group of Clergy.

Seated in the middle holding the paper is Canon Mowat the Head, and from him down to
the laybrother whom you will recognize from an obviously pleased and proud possession
of a spoon and washbowl, everyone is animated with the spirit of spending and being
spent, and with only nominal salary they are keeping souls alive that might otherwise die
and directing the early beginnings of Canadian life to rely not on money or muscle but on
god, Who alone can build and keep the growing nation.
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Lantern slide 42–Church and Shack at Coutts.

The picture shows in addition to the Church and Vicarage shack at a place called Coutts,
who level and bare the Prairie is and also how new and quaint the little towns are.
Buildings of all sorts and sizes, some painted, some only bare boards, spring up like
mushrooms in straight rows an equal distance apart, and it is some considerable time
before roads are made or “sidewalks” put down.  From the outside the Church is not 
pretty, but inside, through the kindness of parishes or working parties, it is as much like a
homeland Church in the matter of furnishings as possible.
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Lantern slide 43–A Missioner in winter.

The winter is very cold but often when the air is still it is delightful. Parochial visits have
still to be paid and the same long distances covered whenever possible. Sometimes a
sleigh is used, sometimes the man rides. Here he has a sheepskin coat with a fur collar
and leather lined overall trousers and a fur cap pulled well down over his ears. You will
notice how the horse’s lips are covered with rime and icicles.  One of the penalties of 
having a moustache is that after about an hour out of doors a man will have “danglets” of 
ice three or four inches long hanging from his lips.

During the War this Missioner was taken prisoner by the Germans and was in captivity
there for 18 months. His thoughts must often have wandered to the vast open plains of
the Prairie while in captivity and enduring the horrors of prison life.
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Lantern slide 44–Grassy Lake Church.

Usually in the rushing life of Canada it is said that anything will do because everything is
changing so quickly and that it is waste of time to pay attention to the permanence or
beauty of buildings. The Church has come to stay and does not change and because it is
of God’s ordering and foundation it is only right to give the best we can of skill and 
work. A building such as this is a living parable and daily witness that God is not of this
world and that His Honour demands the best. Gifts for the erection of such Churches
from parishes or individuals are most welcome and they serve a use wider that to the
congregation which uses them. People in Canada need to be made to think, to have their
attention arrested, and a beautiful Church on the Prairie is very powerful to this end.
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Lantern slide 45–By two and two.

“The Lord sent them out by two and two before His face … into every village andplace
whither He Himself would come.”  Jesus longs for the words of the Psalm to be true” His
dominion shall be from sea to sea, from the flood unto the world’s end.”  Canada 
stretches from the Atlantic to the Pacific, from the flood of life in the States to the
world’s end at the North Pole.  We can help and it is up to us to help the speedy 
fulfillment of the prophecy and for that en our prayers, interest and gifts are asked. To-
night we shall have the chance of giving something. No-one can really say OUR
FATHER if they do not remember the brethren far away and their needs also; no
Christian can expect Jesus to hold his hand and help and keep him safe unless he is
willing to stretch out the other to those who want help also.  The Archbishops’ Fund is 
doing good and needed work on sound and sensible lines and we must also remember
that as our Church leaders they have a right to call and to expect support in their effort to
assist our chief Daughter Colony.
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Lantern slide 46–Young Canada.

Canada is growing up. Now is the critical time. If the early [missing words] let go the
time will surely come when our brothers and sisters --- --- God.  “Suffer the little children 
to come to me” –the --- --- share her spiritual privileges with the children and not --- ---
for herself. To a large extent Canada has compelled us to give her people and money for
the development of the country; let us go the second mile and give her spiritual support as
well.


