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IHE BUILDERS

In the past year, two organizations have celebrated their 50th anni-
versary. This is an index of the growth as well as of the beginnings of a
Jewish Community. With this 1ssue of “Our Community News”, we are
introducing a new serles which will pay tribute to the ploneers of the

Edmonton Jewish Community.

The logical place to begin 1s at the beginning. The first biographical
sketch deals with the first Jew who settled in Edmonton, the late Abra-
ham Cristall. The material was gathered from many sources, Including
the files of the Edmonton Journal, the Edmonton Bulletin, the documents
in the cornerstone of the first Beth Israel Synagogue, the Northern Al-
berta Old Timers Assocliation and Individuals who knew Mr. Cristall inti-
mately. According (o the rules of the Northern Alberta Old Timers Asso-
clation, a person must have established residence in Northern Alberta
not later than December 31, 1899. Abraham and Rebecen Cristall were
the only Jews to meet this qualification. This summer, a biography of the

late Mr. Cristall will be published for the

monton's first Jewish settler.

In 1893 there were 153 people in
the town of Idmonton. That fall,
Abraham and Rebecea Cristall mov-

ed to Edmonton, the first Jews to.-

settle in Northern Alberta.

The Cristalls were actually on
their way to Seattle, but young Abe
declded that he should take a look at
Edmonton while he was on the way
through Alberta. Abraham Cristall

was born in Bessarabia in 1868. Hel

arrived in Canada in 1800 and after
a year's time moved to Brandon,
After a short time in Manitoba, he
moved to Oxbow, Sask., and worked
ay a farmer and a peddlar. It was
on his rounds as a peddlar in rural
Saskatchewan that he met, fell in
love with and married Rebecca
Leovitt,

The Cristall’s first home in Iidmon-
ton was on Jasper Avenue, where the
Macdonald Hotel is situated. With a
$250 loan, Abe Cristall started in the
cartage business. After one year, he
opened a general store in the front
of the Jasper Avenue house. The
first religious services In Fdmonton
were held in the Cristall dining room.
The participants in the first years
were the Cristall’'s and M. B. Stein,
a shoe salesman from Montreal.

The first Jewish boy born in Al-

berta was George Cristall in 1800.
Ilis was to be the first Bar Mitzvah
in Alberta. Then came Max and then
Rose, the first Jewish girl born in
the province. Jessic was born later
and in 1008, T'ed was born.

The Cristall’s moved from Jasper
10 a location on 100A Streel and 103

Avonue. By the turn of the century,
when Edmonton’s population  had
grown to 4,000, Abe Cristall opened a
men’s clothing store called the Cris-
tall Palace. Although deprived of
formal education, Abe Cristall was
an observant Jew who always kept
his store closed on the Sabbath and
on Jewlish holidays.

In 1905 the Cristall’s moved to San|
I'rancisco because they felt it would
be a better place to raise their chil-
dren. The San Francisco cavthquako
in 10068 persuaded them to return to
Edmonton.

By the year in which the Cristall's
came back, the Edmonton Jewish

community had grown 1o the point

use of the descendaunis of Ed-
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where a congregation could be form-
ed. The Fdmonton Hebrew Associa-
tion was founded on Aug. 12, 1906,
at a meeting in the home of David
Boyaner. Abe Cristall was clected
first president. The Edmonton He-

brew Association later became the| ddministrator and assistant to the
Beth Israel Congregation. Abe Cris- president of Bar Han University in

tall and William Diamond, the As-
sociation’s vice-president, were both
Oddfellows and arranged for the first
Jowish High Holiday services to be
held in the Oddfellows Hall. These
services were altend by Jews from
Calgary and from homesteads all
over the provinee.

3 I"mittec of

New Rabbi For
Beth Shalom

'Congregation

M. I. Lieberman Q.C., President
lof Beth Shalom  Congregation has
announced the engagement of Rabbi
Carol Klein as spiritual leader of
Fdmonton’s Conservative Congrega-
lion. Rabbi Klein will assmme his
duties this summer.

Rabhi Klein was born In Czecho-
slovakia in 1915 and and was or-

[

of I'rankfurt Am Main. tle received
his PhD at IFrankfurt University,
He arrived in the United States

| movement, Rabbi Klein was a dele-

| has visited Israel ten times. He has

| made two (rips around the world

In the winter of 1008-1907, Abe Cri.q—l

tall and the community's spiritual
leader, Hyman Goldstick, drove out
to I'orest Heights and chose the site
of the Jewish cemetery. The first
burial was that of a child who passed

|away during the severe winler pe-

rikl. Abe Cristall lent the Associa-
tion the $700 which was required to
buy the property.

Abe Cristall was a simple man, a
devoted Jew, but interested in all
aspects of living, He was especially
fond of baseball and could always be

game exeept those which occurred | ventions  was
lon Jwish holy days. He beeame in-| May 20, at the Beth Shalom Audi-

volved in Iuddmonton's land boom be-
fore World War I, was an astute pur-
chaser of real estate, and beeamoe
wenlthy. In 1909 he decided to build
a five-storey office building on the
site of his home on the northeast
corner of 100A Street and 103 Avenue.
e was persuaded to build a hotel

(Contlinued on Page 2)

Menorah Curling

Coninbulmn To Centre Program

An nﬁluiﬁﬁdlnfg’ gift of $10,000 was

CIUb Makes

wlll“liﬂ prnuil. In accoptlng the pift,

made by the Menorah Curling Club
to the Jewish Contre Diviston of the
Fdmonton Jewlish Community Coun-
cil on April 28. In turning over the
cheque, Menorah Doard Momber
Shimon Laskin oxprossed the confi-
denco that the program would bo
one of which the ontire communlty

Community Councll Vice-Presidont
Mlckey Dlin thanked the Curling
Club for helphig makoe possible n
prograin of the highest quality, e
pald tribute to the leadership which
tho Menorah has always shown in the
fiold of athletic nctlvitics for tho
Jowlsh Commusity.
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Providence, Rhode  Island, Greal

Neck, New York and Phoenix, Ariz- |

ona_ le is coming to FEdmonton from
Beth Isl Congregalion, Mexico Cily.
While in Providence, he was proesi-
dent of the Rabbinical Association
of Rhode Istand, He also served as
president of the Rabbinical Council
of Arizona. He was also on the
faculty of Phoenix College.
Extremetly actlive in the Zionist

gate (o the World Zionist Congress
held in Jerusalem in 1951, e was a
member of the co-ordinating com-
the World Jewish Con-
gress and scerved as President of
the Association of Hungartan Jews
of America from 1939 to 1942, e

and has gained a personal acquaint-
ance of the world's Jewish com-
imunilics. I'rom 1953 to 1957 he was

[sracl. Rabbi Klein attended the re-
cent convenlion of the World Coun-
cil of Synapogues which was held
in Jerusalem.

Rabbt Kiein is  married.  The
Kleins have two children, a daughten
Regina, age 17, and a son Milton,
age 14

Mr. Lieherman expressed confi-
dence that Rabbi Klein would make
a vahlable coantribution to his con- |
pregation and to the Fdmonton Jew-
ish Communily.

B.B. Northwest
Convention

What undoubtedly was one of the
most successful annual B'nai B'rith

concluded Monday, |

torium, as the new Executive was

dained at the Rabbmical Seminary |

In 18 and has served as Rabbi in |

I 'The 63 Fdmonton United Jewish Ap-

| Mrs. David Kline, chairman of the

| This compares with $1.800 contribut-

—

U.J.A. Campaign Breaking Records

Campaign Tops $122000 And

Still Going!

Sam Belzberg, chairman

of the 1963 United Jewish Ap-

peal Campaign, announced that hy May 27 over $122.000
had been raised o the 1963 VLA, Campaign. He expressed
hope that the tacget of $185,000 would be reachied.

| Overforly ULA canvassers are stll hard at work mak-

|response Trom most people,

g calls to every member of the Jewisl communily. T'he

Mr. Belzberg said, has been

oulstanding. Increases ol 20000 and 300¢;, were bemg made.

breaking year ol 1962,

One of the highlights of this year's
campagn was the visit of Woolf
Peny, Deputy  Ciadrman  of  the
Keren Hayesod inoearly May., Mo
Perry gave a sober and thougnt-
provoking descriptivii of the needs
of the United Isracl Appeal, the ma-
jor beneficiary of the  Edmonton
United Jewish Appeal Campaign at
three special meetings. ‘The response
to Mr. Perry's appeal was over-
wheliming.  Campaign  leaders  ox-
pressed regret that move people did
nol avail themselves of the oppor-
tunily of hearing Mr. Perry. Never
belfove in history, snid Mr Perry,
nave the Jews of the world had the
opportuntty to decide who shall live

Mr. Belzerg, in paying tribute Lo
the UL A, workers szagled out Allan

—

peal Women's Division has complet-
cd ils canvass and setl a new record.

Women's Division, has announced
that 278 confributors pledged $6,600.

ol by 232 women in 19682, All gifts
were  plus afls, made on top of
pledges received from husbands, In
most instances, hushbands had  in-
creased their own pledges over 1962

The 1963 Women's Division Cam-
paign was culminated by the annual
Chai Luncheon held at the Macdon-
ald Hotel on May 15 The affair was
attended by 140 women,

In the greal majorily of cases, the Jewish eitizens ol Fa-
|monton were nereasing  their pledges over the record-

Cooper, and ersehes Bookhalter Tor
thenr outstandimg work, Mr. Cooper
had canvassed over 50 cards and
Mr. Bookhalter over 30 at the Gme
this paper weat o press. He also
paid tribute to the Women'’s Divi
ston of the U A which raised
20,600 in its sccond year of opera-
Lion.

The U.JLA. Campaign leadership
hopes that every member of the -
monton Jewish conzaunity will re-
spond with an open heart when
their canvasser comies to eall on
them. Mr. Belzberg asked that overy
one remember thal caavassers are
not only giving freety of their time
in order to raise «cney for the
campaign but have =<0 given them-

selves before making any ealls.

ey

-—

Women’s Division OutsiundingﬁSuccess

The  highlights of the afternoon
were the presentation of an Israeli
oil peantingr which was won by Mrs.
Maurtee Stochinsky, and o display
of Israclt fashions.  The Fashion
show, which was through the court-
csy of Canadan Hadassah-Wizo, was
an oulstanding display of 1963 fash-
wons which thrilled the entire awdi-
CHee

Mrs. Kline was presented with
plaque by the United Jewish Appeal,
Women's  Division.  The luncheon
wits convened by Mirs. Aaron Kal-
ensky. Mres, James Brody was ehair-
man for canvassing, Mrs. S, Pakes
was co-chairiman in charge of edu-
cation.

clected for 1963-64 and the passing
of several important resolutions.
Aboul forty delegaley from  ten
B'nai D'rith Lodpges in the North-
West Canadinn Council region  of
Alberta and  Saskatchewan, repre-
sentlng some 1400 members, gpent
three days in sesslons.  ISdmonton
was the host elly with Edmonton
Lodge No. 7382 and Alberta Lodge
No, 2002 acting as co-hosts for the

Convoention.

The new Executlve and Offleery
for 1963-64 wore unanimously cleet-
ed, President of Council will be
Bro. Isadore Berenbaum of Repglnn
Lodge No. 1113, Completing his Itxe-

citive will be Bro, D. B. Mintz of

[idmonton Lodge No. 732, First Vice- |

President; Jack Cohen of Mooso
Juw Lodge No_ 1251, Aaron IBiehlor
of Calgary Lodge No. 816, and Sam
Stone of Medicino Hat Lodgo No.
1606 as the three Viee-Prostdents ot

(Continued on P’age 3)
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The annual meeting amd elections
of the IMdmonton Zionist Council will
he hold in the lower audiforium of
Heth Shalom Synagropue on Monday
evening, June 10, The guest speakor

Zions Council AnnuaI“MeéIing
On June 10

National J.N.F. Director Guest Speaker

will be Harris Gulko, Acting Nationad
Director of the Jewish National 1Pund

of Canada,
A natlve of Toronto, Harris Gulko
has a distinguished record of Zion-

st service from early youth, As n
member of Canadlan Young Judaen,
he became a club leader ana super-
visor of Toronto Young Judaen and
Ixocutive Director of Northern On-
tario Young Judsea. He organized
and was the first Director of Camp
Shalom and Educatlonal Director of
two Judacan campy. He was a cam-
pain seeretary of the United Jﬂerph
Appeal of "Toronto in 1952-3. In 1053,
he was tnvited to becomo tho Jew-
ish National Fund Executlve Diree-

tor for tho Contral Rogion. o vislted

.

Israel five (imes belween 1955 amd
HI62 05 o tour leader of J.NCEF. spon.
sored tours. In November 1002, he
was appointed Acting National I9x-
eculive Director of the Jewlsh Na-
tonal Fund of Canada. He is g
member of the Board of Fducation
and Tultion Commitlee of the Asso-
clated Hebrew Schools of ‘Toronto, a
past  president  of  Ajalon Zionist

Lodize and §s National Viee-Prosident
of the Zionlst Men's Asgsoctation of
Canada.

In addition to hearing from Mr.
(Geulko, the annual mecting will hear
the president’s report from  Louls
Rudolph, the flnanclal statemont for
the current fiscal yenr and will also
recelve the reports of the constitu-
ont membors of the Zionlst Council.
Ilectlong for the officers and the
board for the 10063-64 Zionlat Councll
will bo h¢ld. The entire community Is
cordially Invited to attend.
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% Edmonton Jewish Community Council Officers

G Past President .. . ___ .. .. ... Joseph H. Shoctor, QC

" President .__ . . . .. ... _.. Hy S. Baltzan

5 1st Vice-President __ .. . ____. Mickey Dlin

it 2nd Vice-President __ . ... Marvin L. Dower

N drd Vice-President . _ .. _________.__ Mrs. Saul Pakes

: Secretary ___ ... Ben Ostry

w Treasurer .. . . . .. Michael Zolf

2 Fxecutive Director .. Morris A. Stein, MSW
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IN RETROSPECT

. FO62-6.3 has been an exciting and a fall vear in the l':ll*l

_i'he Builders

(Continued from Page 1)

instcad. In December 1910, the Royal
Georgellotel was openced.

By 1810, the Edmonton Hebrew As-
sociation decided that the time had
conte to build a synagogue. Abe Cris-
tall was convinced thal the cily was
building westward and offered 1o do-
nate a parcel of land where the
present Civie Centre is located for
thehuilding. This offer was rejected
and the synagoguce was buill on 95
Street. So strongly did be Teel about
the site which was finally chosen
that he asked thal his vote against
it be permanently recorded. The
documents which were deposited in
the cornrstone on the original Bet
Isracl Synagogue show the record ol
that vole. |

The Cristalls spent two years 1n
Los Angeles from 1912 to 1914, This
time, their return was the result of
the advent of the First World War.

OUR COMMUNITY NEWS__

Council for final approval.

of athlelie and physical fitness activi-

—— i

Commitlees of the Jewish Division
of the Idmonton Jewish Communily
Council are hard al work lining
up programs for the opening of the
new building this fall. Centre Divi-
sion Board Chairman Mort  Libin
announced that the Health and Physi.
cal Education Committee, the Youth
Program Committee and the Adult
Cultural Activitics Committee will
present an outline of their plans
(0 a full meeting of the Centre Divi-
sion Board at the end of May. The
entire program and budget of the
new scrvice will be presented (o
the Edmonton Jewish Community

Health and Physical Oducation
Chairman Sid Bercov said that his
committee will conducet a full range

ties for children and youth. His
commitlce also anticipates basket-
ball and wvolleyball house leagues

Centre Division Plans Varied
Program

activities for 12 and 13 year olds
and interest group activities for teen-
agers, Mr. Brezer cexpressed the
hope that the teen-agers would form
a teen council which would take
responsibility  for some  programs
affecting  all  teen-agers.  Because
BB.Y.O. and Young Judaca have
aclive club propgrams for teen-agers,
his commitice did not see the neces-
sity of Centre sponsored clubs for this
apge group. Young adults, they hope
would be attracted by the lounge
and would start their assoclation
with the Centre on a most informal
hasis.

The Adult Cultural Activities Com-
mitiee meeting under the chairman-
ship of Dave Panar, suggested a
modest program which would include
a Drama Group, a Cultural Series
and some events in the arts.

Mr. Libin said that it was his
commiltee's hope that the Centre

OUR COMMUNITY NEWS

PAGE THREE

COUNCIL CORNER

By CONNIL YOUNG

Our closing  luncheon  and  the
Council Biennial are past history—
and our new officers have been
working since the day of the lun-
cheon to fill the positions of Chair-
man and co-chaibrman for COUN-
CI'S many and varied activities
for next year. At the beginning
0 feach COUNCIL year the elected
officers sit down to a workship with
their  predecessors,  evaluate  Jast
vear's activitics and with very good
intentions they make plans for im-
provements and added services for
the coming year. It is absolutely
amazing how many of these *'good
intentions” beeome reality! Not just
in the small administrative detalls
whitch naturally improve from ycar
o year—there are REAL accomp-
lishments which should nol bo un-
mentioned.

Under COUNCIHL services, where
RAK DOLGOY served so effective-

ERMAN so ably filted this past

year. Besides a  suecessful  year

financially,  she  culminated  the
year's activities with a move Lo G
new shop — os 97 Street, just 1Y%
blocks novth of the Army & Navy
ntore, This is a new, NEW store—
twice as wide as our present store
and  Tully air-conditioned  so  that
yvou will be able to staff sn comfort
this summer. A ‘PARCEL CREDIT
system has been established so be
sure to pul your niame on o oyour
bhuxes (those small, neatly packed
hoxes of freshly laundered elothing)
and on hangers on which you bring
your teetter merchandise to o our
lovely new store, If you would care
now Lo arrange to staff during the
summer months, or want any piek-
up from now tll September, please
call FLAINE LYONS al  448-5560.

And now to the matter of money
—that all important  detail  whiceh

Lodge No. 2062
Reports

By HARRY 1. WARIAET

The new Lodge Noo 2002 executive

for 1963 64 was elected al the meet-
ing held, Wednesday, May 8 at the
Deth Isracel Synagosue

Bro Lou Kav, an active member
ol the Lodpe stee s meeplion, was
nantmously elected President for the

comme vear, His executive, to assisi

him m canryving on the dyvnme
policy  of the Ladpe nstituted by
President Sam Nickelson, includes
Morley Wolfroan, 140 Viee Presulent,
Havery Wanhall, 2nd Viee Presdent,
l.d Snvder, hid Viee resident, An-
sel Mark, Recording Seeretary, Dr
Nocl Jampolsky, Corresponding See
retary, Jack Soroka, Fmancial Sec
retarvy, Sam Cohen, Treasurer, Sam
Michelson, Monttor, Hyvmie Galper,
Warden, Ralph Altlman, Bert Brov

(Continued [rom Page 1)
Large: Arnold  Bercovieh, Repina,
Secretary-Treaswrer.

Ma. Buenbaum then appomted the
following Committee Chairmen (o
complete his  working  Fxeculive:
Adult Fducation - S Mickelson, 1l
monton, A DL - M
Athleties - A Rapaport,
Saskatoon: Do Birith Hilled - Bur
lon  Margolus,

l.yons, -
monton,

Fdinonton,  Camp

Board of Governors - M. Dlin. Fd-

montonr, BBY O - H Toon, [
monton, Camp Co-ordinator - A
segal, Fdmonton,  IDistricl Serviee
Fund ) Frewding, Moose Joaw. And
to Israel - A lacehler, Calgary, Mem
ship and Retention - Ho Reove, (Cal-
pary, Publieity - 11 Warhaft, 14l
[on,

Ben 70 Glass of District Grand
Laodpe No 6, Cliiecago, who attended
the three-dav convention, nominated
Alex Mtz of Repina to the position

B.B. Coﬁvemion

ton. NW.C.C President, Bro. Art
Rapaport, opened the meeting with
@ minute of silence in memory of
the Iate Bro. M. D). Brownstein, a
N WO Executive Member who
passed away carhier this year, He
then appomnted the Nominating Com-
mittee and Kesolutions Committee
Al Conmmittee - Chairmen  present
cave then annual reports and the
sesstons were onon full swing., Ben
Z. Glass voreed s concern as the
membership in B'nad Brith NW.C.C
showed o decrease for the firgt time
n vears. He strongly urged a mem-
beaship drive by all lodges. T'wo
special sessions were held also on
Sunday as the Camp Board of Gov-
crnors Pine Lake and the BB Y.,
Youth Committee met prior to the
opetnng aneeting of the Council dele-
pttes

Mondav, May 20, the closing ses-
sien toole place at the Beth Shlom

%'1". * | . . 1 " " » - anili 1l 1
monlon Jewish Communily., v Crist: ade the | for teen-ape § vl e [program would provide activitlies for | _— : : . o
(" CW mun l)' ["rom 1914 on, Ab L:lhl_lll made the|for teen-age boys and girls Whu:{ [. L o .l M :]‘ s eom. ly as V.I. last year, our Golden {keeps  COUNCIL  in business. | . g e e o Member of Dhistrict Board  of | Auditoriam as  the  convention  set
ks, I marked the celebr: [ the HOLh iversaries of | Royal George Hotel his headquar-Jthe  schedule  permits  and  where [everyone inthe enlire Jewlsh com , _ KAY] IO C it | Crman, Lany EFleisher, S Shaw, | !
i marked e cetehration of he bt anniversaries o [ f Tl e o doup of friends which{it will not inlerfere with program [munily. He stressed the fact that Ape Club expanded to include a | SAYLA SHOCLOR, Cour Financial Nate Shore and Jay Sul I voverns e alsos announced the fthe places and dates for the: next
{' the Ldmonton Talmud Toral and ol Fdmonton LUII[_{(! No. \:l;: fufrrlult:l*iﬂll L'l lllifL‘ Lime l.{l'ltht‘l‘l‘t] time which should be allocated to |priority in every instance will be weekly  afternoon  session — and \J[I'tllt-l lil{iml};"h‘lllh the IM“HW M“FI Al shore and Ly sidersan. s appmntment  of J o Freidin (o the | Semnan and 17th Annual Convention,
. _ _ , o , , _ , a ast - athere ; S _ _ - ' L , WY e . " | productio 1 most  successful | {eey. S , TS - | _ . :
% 732 of B'nai Brith. “The fact that the entive Jewish Com-| g round him. The famous Edmonton [youth, a physical education program | #iven fo youth and that adult activi- ll ‘1”«".3.; 'MHlff[r:l’*?l[{l:{le"l'llll;\:']{ltlf‘lt}*lﬁ IH{.'Jlil'wnu-nl ander her aren of lees District Boawd Serviee Fund with Medicme Hat hosting the Se-
. lllllnih' juilll'll In these celebrations was demonsteraled at]hot  stove leapue’  was contered will be available to adults. lies would nnly he scheduled at such _t'l; L;lﬁh‘{, UQI“:KINJ \ I_' Colden HIl[H‘I'ViHiIHI_ Nol just heeause  of At the same meehing, oo My ‘ Fhe ||IH‘I‘-II-:|}-' t'um'_vnllnn opened I.Illllill' Seplember st and 2nd, and
H ' . . e I the Roval George Hotel and]  lenry Brezer, Chairman of the [times when young people could not and 1 AMN S » GUT 0L COUNCLL'S Tinancial vains | heo | Kaplan, who presented the slate on Salurdav, May 18 with a0 cocklail | Saskiatoon hosting the N.W.C.C. Con-
v lhe magnificent attendance alt the Golden Anniversarey | round the Royal S:CONS o : Age Tivening Chairman have plans |V AL Tmancral grans, but b . -
If ah _ ‘ _' _ I . - . Vil Abe Cristall. Until the end of his Youth lll'ﬂﬂrilnl Commiltee I'E!']]'{H'lﬂf.l use the .[ﬂ{.'l!luﬂﬂ: t r .JI X i LT vy l :“, . cause It successfully mvolved  ac- | behalf of the nomimatine commnttee pariv and Hl‘f'-'“'f[lh'llllf[‘[] affair at | vention, himal dates to he set.
b Banquets ol both orgamzations, "The Talmud Torah’s han- tnyiq visitors o the hotel could hear |that his group has outlined an ambi- | Participation in the Cenlre  pro- ({.’ l’;"“' { A"_{.X l{}:{ 'llil :-wl:' ,““ u;;;: tive  membership  participation— | gy, d lodue membor C - pthe Ciavan Tlotel Tor delegates and | A special ladies’  program,  ar-
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HADASSAH HIGHLIGHTS

By TOBY REICHERT
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